
A huge welcome awaited the Swedish President of 

WorldSkills Europe Tommy Hellström and Board 

Secretary Teija Ripattila on 28th June 2017 in Vienna. 

Shortly before the session of the Economic Parliament 

of the Austrian Chamber of Commerce, they met with 

representatives from the host country Austria to sign 

the official agreement marking the start of the count-

down to EuroSkills 2020. Representing Austria were 

Federal Minister Harald Mahrer, President of Austria’s 

Chamber of Commerce Christoph Leitl, and Chairman 

of the EuroSkills 2020 Supervisory Board and Styrian 

Economic Chamber President Josef Herk.

Now it’s official, in black and white: in 2020, for the first 

time ever, the European vocational championships will 

take place in Austria, with Graz as the host city. 500 

competitors from 28 member countries will participate 

in this mega event and a further 100,000 visitors are 

expected to attend. //

SO FAR, SO GOOD! 

Official contract  

signing in Vienna - photos  

from the Economic Parliament in Vienna

EUROSKILLS 2020: 
UP AND RUNNING!

ROAD TO 
EUROSKILLS 
2020
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PAVING THE WAY // PAGE 001



PREPARING FOR PEAK PERFORMERS: 
WE’RE ON OUR WAY!

THE ROAD TO EUROSKILLS 
AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

At EuroSkills 2020, the spotlight will 

not only be on the top-level skills of 

the young tradespersons, but also on 

Austria as a business location. At the 

end of October 2017 we’ll be launching 

an information campaign in Austria 

to raise awareness about this mega  

event.

We want to show Austrians that EuroSkills 

2020 offers the Austrian economy a 

marvellous and unique opportunity to 

present itself in the European spotlight 

and for all companies to show that they 

have the best skilled workforce. We must 

make the most of this opportunity.

The clock is ticking…:

Austrian companies have just under a 

year to put the next victorious team for 

Austria together and they are starting 

now to look for the best of the best. All 

entrants for the AustrianSkills contest 

must be nominated by June 2018 and 

the team for the home European Cham-

pionships finalised by autumn 2018. //

- 007 -

03Die Berufs-Europameisterschaften sind mehr als eine Veranstaltung im Jahr 2020. Mit der 

Strategie 2020 nutzen wir die nächsten 4 Jahre, um mit der Dachmarke „EuroSkills 2020 – We are 

Skills“ zahlreiche, nachhaltige Schwerpunkte und Akzente im Bereich der Berufsausbildung und 

des Fachkräfteangebotes zu setzen und wollen Impulsgeber für nachhaltige Veränderungen sein. 

Mit der Strategie EuroSkills 2020 wurde ein Leitfaden erstellt, der dazu beitragen soll, Projekte und 

Kampagnen zielgerichtet zu initiieren.

DER BLICK IN DIE ZUKUNFT: 
DIE WIRTSCHAFT BRAUCHT FACHKRÄFTE!

DAS HERZSTÜCK

WIR KÄMPFEN ZUR ZEIT MIT
// einem Fachkräftemangel in der Wirtschaft

// mit dem Rückgang an Lehrlingszahlen

// mit Schwächen im öffentlichen Bildungssystem 

// der Tatsache, dass der Anteil der beruflichen Bildung abnimmt

DIE HANDLUNGSFELDER:
// Wirtschafts- und Bildungsstandort stärken

// Ausbildungsinhalte anpassen und konkretisieren

// Berufsorientierung ausbauen, Talente fördern 

// Stellenwert der Berufsausbildung steigern

// Trends erkennen, Berufe und Branchen zukunftsfit machen

// Heimvorteil nutzen

// Das Event im Jahr 2020

TIMELINE BIS 2020

EuroSkills Budapest 2018
26. - 30. September

WorldSkills Kazan 2019
18. - 23. August

20192018

WorldSkills AbuDhabi 2017
14. - 19. Oktober

2017

2018 20202017

European Vocational Skills Week
20. - 24. November

AustrianSkills BiM Salzburg
22. - 25. November  

EuroSkills Graz 2020
16. - 20. September  

EUROSKILLS
2020

MEHR ALS EIN EVENT

Unsere Strategie

TIMELINE TO 2020

TIMELINE FOR SKILLS HEROES // PAGE 002

www.euroskills2020.at

Authentic ambassadors with  

authentic smiles

If we are to appeal to our target group 

of young people and make them enthu-

siastic about EuroSkills 2020, we need 

to have authentic ambassadors.

Who could be more suitable for this role 

than former gold medallists? The first 

ambassadors to be appointed were Lisa 

Janisch, Best of Europe 2016 and our 

supporters from the bidding campaign, 

2014 gold medallist Birgit Haberschrick 

(gold in Floristry, EuroSkills 2014) and 

2015 gold medallist Manfred Zink (gold 

in Cabinet Making, WorldSkills 2015).  

We have now completed the second 

stage, in which we searched the country 

to find an ambassador for every federal 

state. The certificates were presented in 

late June 2017 at a ceremonial reception 

attended by an illustrious guest list.

Alexander Hiesberger and Michael Haydn 

(both gold medallists in Concrete Con-

struction, WorldSkills 2015), Thomas 

Liebenauer (gold in Tiling, WorldSkills 

2013), Franziska Ehgartner (gold in 

Restaurant Service, WorldSkills 2015), 

Fabian Gwiggner (gold in Graphics, 

EuroSkills 2014 Melanie Seidl (gold in 

Stonemasonry, EuroSkills 2012), Kevin 

Jaindl (gold in Bricklaying, EuroSkills 

2014), Stefan Lubinger (gold in Confec-

tionery, WorldSkills 2011) und Michael 

Geri (gold in Wall and Floor Tiling, Eu-

roSkills 2014) were able to collect their 

ambassador certificates and celebrate 

their appointments. //

FLYING START  
FOR HEROES PROGRAMME

Fo
to

: K
AN

IZ
A

J M
ar

ija
-M

. |
 2

01
7



The team is growing and we are delighted 

to welcome Thomas Wurditsch on board 

as a further member of staff to work on 

organising the competition. Thomas has 

been organising and staging sports camps 

for young people for years and is therefore 

well acquainted with young people, with 

their skills and enthusiasms. He is greaty 

looking forward to working with them again 

for EuroSkills 2020. Thomas will be engaged 

on logistical planning and organisational 

matters, and therefore will be responsible 

for ensuring that the event runs smoothly. // Thomas Wurditsch, Christina Oppelz, Harald del Negro, Angelika Ledineg, Stefan Praschl

PREPARING FOR PEAK PERFORMERS: 
WE’RE ON OUR WAY!

Josef Herk toured the length and breadth 

of Austria, visiting all nine Austrian fed-

eral states in his function as President 

of the Styrian Economic Chamber and 

the Chairman of the EuroSkills 2020 

Supervisory Board. His presentations in 

front of senior officials in the economic 

parliaments were part of an important 

information campaign. President Herk‘s 

mission was to spread the word about 

the competitions, mobilise supporters 

and find top-level disseminators in plenty 

of time.

President Herk’s performance was fantas-

tic. Thanks to his genuine approach and 

sheer endless commitment, he convinced 

his audiences everywhere.

Officials from all over Austria showed 

their support and commitment by sign-

ing the “longest contract in the world”. 

It ended up measuring no less than 10 

metres in length! //

UPCOMING:  
KICK-OFF EVENT IN 

NOVEMBER
The search for Workshop Managers is in 

full swing and we are already well on our 

way: out of around 50 Workshop Manag-

ers, we only have 10 more to find! We are 

optimistic that we’ll be complete by our 

2-day kick-off meeting in mid-November, 

to be led by Eugen Incerti and Stefan 

Praschl, who will both ensure that our 

future Workshop Managers are equipped 

with the necessary expertise from the 

outset. The right ambience and supporting 

programme will hopefully ensure that the 

team spirit is in evidence from the very 

start of the collaboration.

Even at the preparation and recruiting 

phase, we are thrilled by the great com-

mitment and enthusiasm of the future 

Workshop Managers and we look forward 

to working with them.

Interested? See our Facebook page for 

the fields in which we are still recruiting 

Workshop Managers. And help prepare 

the stage for skills heroes from all over 

Europe! //

PRESIDENT ON TOUR 
MISSION ACCOMPLISHED! 

WORKSHOP MANAGERS – 
JUST 10 MORE TO FIND!  

EXCITING PROJECTS 
ARE IN STORE FOR 

2018!

And in one of them, we'll be using story

telling. Good stories cast a spell on us, 

they move us and stay in our memory. 

Information is packaged in a story. Stories 

are therefore clearly a more effective way 

of conveying information. In this way, can 

awaken emotions and gradually build up 

the tension until 2020. //

IMAGE CAMPAIGN IN 
VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS
Apprentices are our future top skilled 

workers. We are planning to motivate 

apprentices and will be sending a pow-

erful message about the importance of 

the event to teachers. The campaigns 

have been set up with young people 

in mind and the advertising tour will 

be accompanied by various on-trend 

campaign measures.

Objective: to raise the profile of voca-

tional/dual education

Target group: Apprentices. Duration of 

the campaign tour: 2018 to 2020 //

READY TO GO!  
PROJECT PLAN 1.0

As experienced project managers, Har-

ald del Negro and Angelika Ledineg 

have dedicated much time and effort 

to project planning in recent months. 

And it’s paid off: around 900 fields of 

activity and work packages have already 

been included and the plan is constantly 

evolving. We are prepared and can’t wait 

to see the young competitors shine in 

their respective skills. //

GROWING EUROSKILLS  
FAMILY
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SUPPORTING SKILLS HEROES // PAGE 003

www.euroskills2020.at

Have a look on Facebook



// PAGE 004

www.euroskills2020.at

HEARTBEAT FOR THE WORLD 

Austria's media love mega events!

EuroSkills 2020 is using innovative, for-

ward-looking and appealing activities to 

set the scene for the main event. And the 

E-Mobility Play Days in the Red Bull Ring 

in Spielberg on 29 and 30 September 

2017 were no exception. Some 30,000 

visitors enjoyed hands-on experience of 

innovative projects at exhibitions, com-

petitions and demonstrations - and all 

free of charge. Responding to the call to 

roll up their sleeves and join in, people 

dived into the world of E-mobility, along 

with many eminent personalities from 

sport, politics and business. The superb 

programme of events showcased the 

latest developments and innovations, 

offering visitors plenty of opportunities 

to try them out for themselves. It was 

the perfect opportunity to spread the 

word about EuroSkills 2020 and increase 

our following, starting with the Austrian 

Federal Minister for Transport, Innova-

tion and Technology, Jörg Leichtfried, 

and the Governor of Styria, Hermann 

Schützenhöfer.

A press conference marked the opening 

of the Innovation Lounge, with former 

World Confectionery Champion Eveline 

Wild flying the flag for EuroSkills 2020. 

She joined supervisory board chairman 

Josef Herk in opening the WKO Innova-

tion Lounge and proved herself to be an 

outstanding ambassador for EuroSkills 

2020. Now a highly successful business-

woman, she perfectly symbolises our 

three EuroSkills pillars: tradition, success, 

future. What is more, her exquisite WE 

ARE SKILLS chocolates were a delight-

ful treat for press representatives and 

visitors to the EuroSkills 2020 booth.  //

THE SWEET TASTE  
OF EUROSKILLS 2020

Über 30.000 Besucher 

erlebten bei den Krone 

E-Mobility-Days in Spiel-

berg emissionslose Mo-

bilität, die auch von der 

WKO zelebriert wurden. 

Bei Ausstellungen, Wettbewerben 

und Demonstrationen konnten 

die Besucher in eine neue Welt 

eintauchen, Innovationen selbst 

testen und hautnah erleben, dass 

E-Mobilität mehr bedeutet, als der 

Einsatz von Elektroautos. Dass 

emissionslose Mobilität bereits 

Einzug in den Alltag gehalten 

hat, das wurde auch in der WKO-

Innovationslounge gezeigt. So 

ließ sich Präsident Josef Herk 

in der Fotobox mit einer Drohne 

bereitwillig auf die virtuelle 

Reise durch das Weltall schicken. 

Allerdings nicht ohne zuckersüße 

Marschverpfl egung von Kondi-

torweltmeisterin Eveline Wild, 

deren EuroSkills Pralinen auch 

beim Publikum reißend Absatz 

fanden. Auch Cyber Cor-

ner – die WKO-Experten 

präsentierten die neu-

esten Trends der 

Cyber Security –  

Talentcenter, das 

Innolab des Cam-

pus 02, Innova-

tion-Pitch oder 

die EuroSkills 

2020 mani-

festierten den 

Zukun� skurs 

der WKO.

Die Superstars abseits der 

Innovationslounge waren aber 

die Piloten bei den Showruns 

am Südkurs der Rennstrecke im 

Herzen der Steiermark. In Action 

zu sehen waren E-Sportwagen, 

das erste E-Rallye-Auto, der Hiper 

MK1 von Stohl Racing, sowie 

Fahrzeuge von Virtual Vehicle, die 

autonomes Fahren auf eindrucks-

volle Art demonstrierten. Mit ABT 

Schaeffl  er Audi Sport, war unter 

anderem eines der Spitzenteams 

der Weltmeisterscha�  mit sei-

nen Formel-E-Wagen zu Gast in 

Spielberg. 

Verständlich, dass auch die 

Promidichte an zwei Eventtagen 

mehr als hoch war: Neben Bun-

desminister Jörg Leichtfried 

warfen auch Landeshauptmann 

Hermann Schützenhöfer, der 

Grazer Bürgermeister Sieg-

fried Nagl, Schi-Experte Hans 

Knauss, der ehemalige Superr-

adler Thomas Morgenstern 

oder Ex-Schirennläuferin Renate 

Götschl tiefe Blicke in die Zukun�  

der E-Mobility und waren sich 

mit Ausstellern und Besucher 

einig, dass diese in der Steiermark 

längst begonnen hat.  
■

Ein höchst gelungenes Event, das 

zwei Tage lang gestürmt wurde

EuroSkills 2020-Botscha� erin auf 

emissionsloser Genusstour

Ob Fußball oder Rennstrecke, 

emissionslose Mobilität begeis-

tert alle Piloten der Zukun� 

Menschen

Ein heißes „Rennen“ um die E-Mobility

fanden. Auch Cyber Cor-

ner – die WKO-Experten 

präsentierten die neu-

esten Trends der 

Cyber Security –  

Talentcenter, das 

Innolab des Cam-

pus 02, Innova-

tion-Pitch oder 
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